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Weekly Journal 5 

Jose Flores 

Monday June 20, 2016 

After work, the CAMP interns and I met up with Lisa Ramirez, the Director of Migrant 

Education in the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education at the U.S. Department of 

Education. She invited us to a show held by the 2016 Presidential Scholars at the Kennedy 

Center; which was just incredibly done by very talented, aspiring artists. The show was more 

than just a demonstration of these young artists’ talents; the show told the stories of these young 

artists, a story of hope for change and for peace. After this beautiful event, Lisa invited us to a 

Vision Board party at her house so we will be doing that July 3
rd

. Lisa is a very sweet woman 

who genuinely cares about our stories. Although we briefly spoke, I know that she is excited to 

be able to meet us; I can tell that she is passionate about working with migrant students. 

 

Tuesday June 21, 2016 

On Tuesday, I and about ten other interns had public speaking training at the Vanguard. There, 

we told a small story of our lives in three minutes. The point of this training was to help us tell a 

detailed and powerful story that both gives someone a small snippet of our lives, while also 

allowing listeners to paint a grander picture of our lives and the type of person we are. This 

training aimed to make us more passionate and confident speakers, and it did it in the most 

simplest, basic and natural way. The “secret” was to begin talking about things we already know; 
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the key is to tell a small story in my life. Everybody knows small stories that defined their lives; 

and so once we begin speaking and get the balling rolling, then the rest will flow naturally. This 

is the biggest piece of advice I have ever received for public speaking and it is a very basic one: 

talk about what you know. 

 

Friday June 24, 2016 

For Friday programming, CHCI was able to set up a meeting with a few people who work in the 

State Department. There I was able to learn about Foreign Service Officers. That sounds like a 

dream job! The department sends you out to another country and they pay for you to live in 

another part of the world. I love traveling and this job would allow me to serve my country and 

travel. Speaking to them has inspired me to think about foreign service as a future job. It has 

excited me about the future, as I am realizing all the opportunities that are available out there for 

me.  

After hearing the crushing news that DACA/ DAPA was deadlocked in the Supreme Court on 

Thursday, the day before, the interns in CHCI invited us to hold a silent demonstration outside 

the Supreme Court. While this may not affect the Supreme Court’s decision in the short term, we 

hope that our little demonstration, which was posted on all our social media accounts and 

recorded live by Telemundo, would raise awareness about the issue and force American society 

to begin thinking about it. It was also a nice bonding experience for all the people involved. I am 

also hopeful that these events motivate young people to get involved in politics. I enjoyed seeing 

people’s reaction to seeing us out there. I felt like it was good for people to see young, Latino 

students in peaceful demonstration; hopefully it changes the perception of the youth in America 

and of Latinos. 
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Saturday June 25, 2016 

I was able to volunteer with CARECEN on Saturday. There, I pretended to be a immigration 

officer administering a test for a hopeful future permanent resident of the U.S. It was fun 

pretending to be a immigration officer, but it was more than just fun, it was a privilege to be able 

to work with these people. You can tell that they studied hard to learn the material to be able to 

pass the test. Their seriousness and focus was inspiring and made me realize how lucky I am to 

be a U.S. citizen. I tried my best to give them feedback to help them be better prepared for the 

tests. It was a very unique and special experience.  

 

Sunday June 26, 2016 

On Sunday I volunteered with Bread for the City. There we placed different varieties of 

vegetables into bags and then placed them into bins. It was only an hour and a half of work, since 

there was about 20 volunteers. Afterwards we were able to tour the facility. The organization 

was more professional than I expected it to be. Bread for the City did not just hand out food like 

other service centers; here, they tried to help D.C. residents of low-income with any and every 

issue they may have. There are legal aides, nurses, accountants, and other professionals to help 

them with virtually any problem they may come across. It is truly amazing to learn about what 

Bread for the City does for the people in D.C. 
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The weeks are starting to fly by and I am losing track of what I do each day. All I know is that I 

am thoroughly enjoying my time here in D.C. I am now at the halfway point of my internship. I 

am sad that I am already halfway through my time here in this beautiful city; however, I still 

have another half to go through and I will make the most of it. I will go to every briefing, 

hearing, reception, and event that I hear of. I will pick up more projects, meet more people, and 

discover more opportunities for myself. I will try to enjoy the remaining time I have with my 

amazing cohort of CAMP interns. They are some of the most amazing, hard-working people I 

have ever met in my life. Their extraordinary stories inspire me to try to achieve the most I can. 

Although I sometimes doubt my own abilities and I doubt the future of our country, I am 

reassured and comforted by these grand individuals; I understand that though the world may not 

be as I wish it would be, there are good people like them out there trying to make a positive 

difference. That thought gives me hope as I move forward in my life. 
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